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Appendix  D 

Walla Walla County 
Federal Functional Classification System 

 

The federal functional classification system for roadways outlines a hierarchy of roadways to 
meet the County’s differing transportation needs and to act as a guide for future development of 
the overall street network. The system includes interstate and state highways, urban arterials, 
major and minor collectors, and local streets, as described below. 

Interstate Highways --The primary function of interstate highways is to serve large volumes 
of high speed traffic over long distances. Interstate highways are typically designed to 
accommodate sustained speeds of 80 miles per hour (mph). Within Washington State, speed 
limits are enforced at 70 mph for passenger vehicles and 60 mph for commercial transport 
vehicles. Access is generally provided at spaced, grade-separated interchanges. 

At present time there are no interstate highways located in the County.  This road classification 
has been included in this plan to provide readers with a broader perspective of the existing road 
classification in the County. 

State Highways/Routes – These roadways comprise the arterials in the County. Their 
primary function is to serve the transport of goods and people within and beyond the local 
network. Arterials serve as regional links bridging the distance between interstate corridors and 
other metropolitan areas. They are typically designed as all-weather two-lane road ways with 
travel speeds ranging from 45 to 55 mph in rural areas, down to as low as 25 mph through 
developed and more heavily populated areas.   

Level of service (LOS) designations for arterials and local access roads are designated and 
adopted by the Tri-County Regional Transportation Planning Organization (RTPO).  The 
determination of an LOS for State highways is accomplished by the RTPO based on 
measurements conducted by Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) and by 
the RTPO. This LOS is then reviewed by WSDOT for adequacy. Once an LOS has been 
determined, land use and comprehensive plan designations must be consistent with the LOS 
designation.  If development causes transportation networks to fail to meet the LOS capacity, 
either the LOS must be lowered or a revisit of the land use and comprehensive plan designations 
must be made to decrease the demand on the facilities. 

Urban Arterials - The essential function of an urban arterial is to connect important locations 
within an urban area. There are typically two types of urban arterials: principal arterials and 
minor arterials. Urban principal arterials are regionally significant streets that link communities 
while also connecting important locations within an urban area.  Principal arterials most often 
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facilitate the system’s largest traffic volumes.  Access to local streets and driveways is 
discouraged.  Minor arterials are major streets that provide important intra-city connections, but 
may also play a regional role. Access to local streets is encouraged while driveway access is 
discouraged. 

Major Collectors - The essential function of a major collector roadway is to provide an 
efficient route of travel to towns or other rural centers not served by an arterial.  They are 
designed to collect a large volume of traffic from access roads and minor collectors and move it 
between major activity centers and other traffic generators. 

Access to individual land holdings and uses along a major collector is a secondary function of the 
roadway. Significant access provided from a major collector compromises the primary function 
of traffic movement.   

Major collectors are designed to generally operate at speeds between 50 and 60 mph in 
unincorporated Walla Walla County. 

Minor Collectors - The essential function of a minor collector is to conduct traffic from local 
roads to major collectors and arterials. Minor collectors often serve a dual purpose between 
moving traffic and providing access to individual land holdings and uses. Minor collectors are 
typically not contiguous for any length, and are not capable of handling a high volume of through 
traffic. 

Local Roads - The primary function of local roads is to provide direct access to individual 
lands regardless of use. Local roads generally lead to collectors, which serve to collect and merge 
traffic from local roads onto minor and major collectors.  


